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of lime in the disinfection of sputum. Carbolic acid and bichlo-
ride of mercury coagulate the sputa and hinder the access of the
disinfectant to the central parts of the masses, but chloride of
lime solutions break them up and dissolve them. Nissen found
that a solution of the strength of 1 part in 500 killed staphylococ-
cus pyogeneus aureus in one minute.429
In spinal meningitis it is believed that the channel of infection
is chiefly by the nasal passages, and to these, and the throat,
attention may chiefly be directed as regards measures of disin-
fection. It forms no spores and is easily destroyed outside the
body.
In acute pneumonia, though this disease is present in the secre-
tions of the respiratory tract in the majority of healthy persons,
the secretions should be disinfected with 1% solution of chloride
of lime.
Modern opinion is gradually coming to lay more stress on the
danger of the throat secretions, and less on the peeling epidermis
in scarlet fever; and it is safe to place reliance only on disinfectant
measures which can destroy spores. The mixture containing free
hypochlorous acid should be used.410
Tuberculosis sputum, with its billions of bacilli, can be disin-
fected by mixing intimately with strong solution of chloride of
lime.405'422
Hands. For the final cleansing of the skin, the "acid mixture"
is the most powerful agent. After handling patient, or any in-
fected object, bedpans, sputum cup, etc., wash two minutes
in stock hypochlorite.410'422
Water from bath given to patient, or used for washing the
person; sterilize with one tablespoonful stock hypochlorite to
every gallon; and allow 20 minutes contact.
Glassware, crockery, tablespoons and forks used in sick rooms
should be deposited into a 1 to 10% solution of stock hypochlo-
rite after use, before they are taken down to be washed.
Linen (bed, body, towels, sheets, underwear, soiled with pus,
excreta, blood). By immersing for two hours into a solution of
stock hypochlorite (1 to 7), the articles will be made perfectly
free from germs. If they are soiled with pus, excreta and
blood, the powerful dissolving quality of the solution will aid